
Sorting & Baling
Materials are sorted and

consolidated into bales and
sold into the marketplace

Processing
Sorted materials are sent to

facilities where they are
cleaned, shredded, or melted

into new feedstocks for
manufacturing

End of Life
Consumer discards

product or packaging
through recycling,
reuse, or disposal

Consumer Use
Consumer purchases and

uses product as
intended

Production
Product is manufactured

by producer

Distribution
Product is distributed
to retailers or directly

to consumers

Collection
The PRO uses collected fees to
reimburse existing programs for

recycling services and provides services
to households not currently served by

recycling programs

Disposal
Any non-recyclable
and non-reusable

materials are properly
disposed of

Compliance & Reporting
The PRO (Producer Responsibility
Organization) creates the Producer
Responsibility Program Plan, establishing and
collecting producer fees, and implementing
the Plan with oversight from the State
Agency and appointed Advisory Board

Consumers are individuals
or households purchasing
and using products

Collection methods
include curbside carts
and drop-off centers

The PRO is responsible for
managing the entire Producer
Responsibility program and
complying with the law

Producer responsibility
fees are not used to
cover disposal costs

Products are items covered under
producer responsibility laws, such
as packaging, batteries, etc. 

Producers are the
companies or brands
responsible for the product

HOW DOES AN EXTENDED PRODUCER
RESPONSIBILITY SYSTEM WORK? 
Producer Responsibility is a policy approach that requires brands to be financially and operationally
responsible for the management of their products and packaging after they are used by consumers. 

Producer Responsibility shifts Michigan toward a more
sustainable and circular economy, where producers are financially
and operationally accountable for the environmental impacts of

their products and are incentivized to adopt practices that
minimize negative impacts throughout the product lifecycle.


